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landowner has a 
durable bridge. An 
outfall drop creates a 
passage barrier for both 
adult and juvenile fi sh. 
Proper fi sh passage 
should maintain natural 
streambed materials 
and gradient below the 
bridge or through the  
 culvert. 
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DNR-MANAGED 
SCHOOL TRUST LANDS 
CONTRIBUTION TO 
BUILDING PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS FY 09

$100.4 
million
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COMMON SCHOOL TRUST
BENEFITS PUBLIC SCHOOLS (K-12)
1,812,681 ACRES   62%

AGRICULTURAL & SCIENTIFIC SCHOOL TRUSTS
BENEFIT WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
156,144 ACRES   5.3%

CAPITOL BUILDING TRUST 
BENEFITS STATE CAPITOL CAMPUS
109,717 ACRES   3.7%

UNIVERSITY ORIGINAL & TRANSF. TRUSTS
BENEFIT UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
88,643 ACRES   3.09%

CHARITABLE, EDUCATIONAL, PENAL 
& REFORMATORY INSTITUTIONS TRUST
BENEFITS STATE INSTITUTIONS
69,503 ACRES   2.4%

NORMAL SCHOOL TRUST 
BENEFITS WESTERN, CENTRAL AND 
EASTERN WA UNIVERSITIES AND THE 
EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE
67,269 ACRES   2.3%

COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE RESERVE TRUST 
3,517 ACRES   0.12%

ADMINISTRATIVE SITES 
1,147 ACRES   0.04%

Natural Areas

DNR is steward of high quality native 
ecosystems and plant and animal communities 
in state natural areas. These protected parcels 
are used for scientifi c and educational study, 
and light public use where appropriate. 
130,988 acres  2.3%

Aquatic Lands

With statehood, Washington became the 
steward of aquatic lands—mostly underwater— 
to manage for all the people as a public trust. 
Aquatic lands include beaches, tidelands, and 
beds of marine waters, navigable lakes and 
rivers. 2,618,218 acres  46.1%

GRANTED & 
STATE FOREST 
TRUST LANDS 

MANAGED 
BY DNR

2,929,192 
ACRES
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Our decisions and hard work on the ground 
leave a legacy of healthy forests, clean water, 
thriving ecosystems, and a vibrant natural 
resource-based economy.

Sustainable           
Stewardship 
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W
elcome to 
Washington’s 
State Trust Lands, 
represented on this 
colorful map. Most 
of these lands were 

granted to our state at statehood, 
in 1889. These trust lands are a part 
of an endowment of public lands 
that offers countless benefi ts to 
the people of Washington, and it 
is the job of the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) to manage them sustainably. 

At DNR we are committed to applying 
the best science and forward thinking 
to manage the state lands in our care. 
The decisions we make today about 
the ecosystems and natural resources 
will have consequences decades into 
the future. That’s important because 
we manage them, not just for the 
people here today, but also for 
generations to come.

This vast array of state-owned lands 
works hard for the people of the 
state, whether revenue-producing 
forests and agricultural lands, 
marine and freshwater habitats and 
waterways, or diverse ecosystems 
that are protected homes to native 
plants and wildlife. 

Many of Washington’s unique 
ecosystems are facing challenges 
like a changing environment and 
conversion to development. 

Together, we can protect and 
enhance these natural resources and 
retain their benefi ts for all.

Peter Goldmark, 
a statewide elected 
offi cial, is Washington’s 
thirteenth 
Commissioner of 
Public Lands 
since statehood 
in 1889.

PROTECTING 
WORKING FORESTS 
In a recent land exchange, 

the Ahtanum landscape was 
consolidated from a checkerboard 
of state and private ownerships 
into the 76,000-acre Ahtanum 

State Forest, 
30 miles west of 
Yakima. A recre-
ation plan has been 
developed by DNR 
staff and a citizen 
working group. 
The plan will help 

land managers balance the need 
to provide healthy forests and 
grass lands that earn funds for the 
state school trust with the demand 
for motorized and non-motorized 
recreational opportunities.

REPORT 
VANDALISM 

Vandalism and 
abuse of public 
lands cost 
Washington’s 
citizens hundreds 
of thousands of 
dollars in repairs 
and lost resources 
each year. If 
DNR-managed 
lands or facilities 
are damaged, use 
will be limited 
to protect the 
resources. We are 
all stewards of this 
land.

FIRE, BURN BAN 
INFO & REGION 
OFFICES

1-800-527-3305     
TTY: 7-1-1

OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS

DNR’s Resource 
Mapping Section 
has many different 
geographic 
products, including 
aerial photos, 
orthophotos, state 
forest maps, trail 
guides, and more. 
Find a description 
on our website, 
along with 
instructions on 
how to purchase 
or obtain these 
products.

JOIN US ONLINE
www.dnr.wa.gov

ACQUIRING FORESTS 
IN DANGER OF CONVERSION

Through acquisition of replacement properties for the 
state trusts—the $4.15 million, 985-acre Bear Creek 
Tree Farm in Snohomish County—DNR accomplished 
two important objectives: prime working forests will earn 
School Trust funding into the future, and the purchase 
supports the Working Forest Initiative for preventing 
commercial forests from being converted. The Bear Creek 
tract, just 10 miles from I-5, and the Jim Creek acquisition 
to the north will help buffer thousands of acres of state 
trust land from non-forest development. Preventing sprawl, 
while protecting working forests, supports the Northwest 
quality of life—clean air and water, wildlife habitat, 
sustainable timber harvesting practices, and recreation.

DNR exchanges, transfers or sells at public auction 
those trust lands less effective for natural resources 
management—such as those too close to housing 
developments. 

PRESERVING NATURAL AREAS 
KLICKITAT CANYON NRCA

The designated boundary for the Klickitat Canyon 
Natural Resources Conservation Area was expanded 
to potentially add 1,500 acres to the nearly 500 acres 
currently conserved. DNR was assisted in the effort by the 
Columbia Land Trust, a Vancouver-based conservation 
partner. Klickitat Canyon NRCA originally 
was established for its 
geologic and scenic 
qualities—a dramatic canyon 
with river below. However, 
recent analysis revealed 
important ecological features 
such as rare plants and habitat for 
the state-endangered sandhill crane. 
Ponderosa pines dominate the forests 
here, and the site is home to black bear, 
bobcat, deer, bald eagles and an 
assortment of other birds.

Coordinating with 
Puget Sound Partnership 

and working with many partners, 
DNR implements projects that 
protect and restore the Sound. 
For instance, we clean up toxic 
materials and restore native 
beaches and estuaries. Since 2004, 
8,768 tons of creosote-laden logs, 
pilings and docks have been 
removed from beaches and 
waterfronts—placed into lined 
landfi lls—away from ecosystems 
that people and wildlife depend 
upon. Removed are 119,251 
square feet of docks and other 
overwater structures that have 
shaded important nearshore 
habitat. 

PROTECTING THE HEALTH 
OF PEOPLE AND WILDLIFE
CLEANING UP & RESTORING 
PUGET SOUND

EDUCATING
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

CULMINATING PROJECTS
Purple martins, the sleek dark fl yers, are being 
monitored at Woodard Bay Natural Resources 
Conservation Area by local high school 
students in Thurston County. The birds’ behaviors 
are recorded and entered into a database, which 
shows a baseline of information on the numbers 
of birds using the site for nesting and changes 
in the colony over time. 

In partnership with the Pacifi c Education Institute, 
DNR began the senior culminating projects 
program in September 2007, which matches high 
school students with a variety of natural resource 
projects that help them meet their culminating 
project requirements. Working with mentors and 
experts, students help the environment and learn 
how to collect data and assist in research. 

CONSERVATION & RECREATION 
MIDDLE FORK SNOQUALMIE NRCA

In 2009, the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Natural 
Resources Conservation Area was designated. The 
area’s features include patches of natural-origin forests, 
mid-elevation habitat and scenic views. It includes 
10,270 acres within its proposed boundary, is nested along 
I-90, and fl anked by Mt. Si NRCA and federal forests. 
Habitat corridors abound for 
many large and small animals. 

Most of the new NRCA 
currently is state trust land, to 
be transferred through the 
state’s Trust Land Transfer 
Program. DNR also will seek 
external funding to acquire 
private properties within the 
boundary from willing sellers 
at market value. 

COLLABORATING 
ON FOREST HEALTH

Forest health is a major issue for landowners 
in eastern Washington, including threats from 
insects, diseases, and wildfi re. These threats 
can be greatly reduced through active 
forest management, including practices 
like thinning and pruning. 

With funding support from the 
USDA Forest Service, DNR provides 
forest management advice and 
fi nancial assistance to help landowners 
reduce risks from wildfi re and insect 
infestations. The result is healthy forests which 
provide many public benefi ts including clean 
water, fi sh and wildlife habitat, and 
local jobs.

DNR offers many opportunities for individuals 
and groups to get involved. In two years, 

volunteers spent 99,400 hours maintaining 
recreation trails and facilities, weeding natural 
areas, cleaning up beaches, monitoring streams, 
and guiding school classes. Volunteers and the 
general public can help promote safety by keeping 
an eye on the lands managed by DNR and report 
suspicious activities, vandalism or theft. DNR relies 
more and more on volunteers to help protect our 
natural resources, promote safe and enjoyable 
outdoor experiences, and maintain sustainable 
recreation on state lands.

Become 
a Volunteer

Join Us Online

Science-
based 
decision 
making is 
essential 
to the 
sustainability 
of state trust 
lands.

State trust lands create 
rural jobs to fuel the economic 
engine of Washington.
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OLYMPIA HEADQUARTERS
1111 Washington Street SE
PO Box 47000
Olympia, WA 98504-7000
(360) 902-1000
information@dnr.wa.gov

NORTHEAST REGION
225 S. Silke Road
PO Box 190
Colville, WA 99114-0190
(509) 684-7474
northeast.region@dnr.wa.gov

NORTHWEST REGION
919 N. Township Street
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-9384
(360) 856-3500
northwest.region@dnr.wa.gov

OLYMPIC REGION
411 Tillicum Lane
Forks, WA 98331-9797
(360) 374-2800
olympic.region@dnr.wa.gov

SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION
950 Farman Avenue North
Enumclaw, WA 98022-9282 
(360) 825-1631
southpuget.region@dnr.wa.gov

PACIFIC CASCADE REGION
601 Bond Road 
PO Box 280
Castle Rock, WA 98611-0280
(360) 577-2025
pacifi c-cascade.region@dnr.wa.gov

SOUTHEAST REGION
713 Bowers Road
Ellensburg, WA 98926-9301
(509) 925-8510
southeast.region@dnr.wa.gov

www.dnr.wa.gov
Search 
for Volunteer 
Program

Did You 
Know?

CREATING CLEAN ENERGY
WIND POWER PROJECTS 

One of the fi rst wind power projects in which 
state trust lands participated is Wild Horse Wind 
Power Project, near Vantage. On this landscape, 
DNR has diversifi ed the income sources for the 
school trust with multiple uses on the same land. 
Lands traditionally used only for grazing leases, 
now also generate revenue from wind turbines 
and communication towers. The geographically 
dispersed trust lands across the state allow DNR 
to partner further in potential revenue-generating 
activities into the future.
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4 PROTECTED 
LANDSCAPES, 
BOAT-ACCESS 
RECREATION 

Cypress Island 
Natural Resources 

Conservation Area 
and Aquatic Reserve. This is the largest, mostly 
undeveloped island in the San Juan archipelago. The 
submerged lands around Cypress and nearby Strawberry 
Islands are part of the Cypress Island Aquatic Reserve. 
A favorite spot for kayakers and boaters, Cypress also is 
an important link in the Cascadia Marine Trail system—
one of 16 National Millennium Trails. 

On Cypress Island, native forests 
sweep down to the water’s 
edge. Kayakers can fi nd 
solitude paddling the 
shoreline. Trails in the NRCA 
offer breathtaking vistas of 
the San Juan Islands and 
Mount Baker. 

COMPLETED 
CREOSOTE DEBRIS 
REMOVAL

WHEAT BUILDS SCHOOLS 
Revenue from 85% of state trust 

lands in agricultural production helps to 
build public schools statewide, and 

110,000 acres of them are leased for 
dryland agriculture, such as 

wheat and other grains.

Wind turbines at the 
Wild Horse Wind Power Project 
at dawn.

LONG-TERM 
INVESTMENTS 
State trust lands are to be 
managed in perpetuity—that is, 
forever. DNR plans ahead and works 
with lessees to make investments 
that will reap benefi ts long into the 
future, such as irrigated agriculture 
developments like vineyards and 
orchards.

MAPPING 
GROUNDWATER 
PATHWAYS 
A DNR geologist collects 
samples for geochemical 
analysis to identify Columbia 
River basalt fl ows in Lincoln 
County. Mapping the area 
geology helped determine 
groundwater pathways and 
storage capacity.

The Ahtanum attracts 
snowmobilers and cross-country 
skiers in the winter, and mountain 
bikers, motorcyclists and hikers in 
the summer.

The Middle Fork 
Snoqualmie NRCA supports 

the vision of the Mountains to 
Sound Greenway. 

Creosote cleanup 
removed more than 17.5 million 
pounds of toxic materials 
from Puget Sound.

STATE TRUST LANDS

Granted Trust Lands

On November 11, 1889, Congress 
admitted Washington as the 42nd 
state in the Union. Congress gave 
the new state 3 million acres of 
trust lands. Unlike many states, 
Washington kept most of its trust 
lands to provide a continuous fl ow of 
income to help build the state’s public 
schools, universities, community 
colleges, prisons, mental hospitals, 
and Capitol buildings.
2,303,957 acres  78.7%

State Forest Trust Lands

In the 1930s, the state received  
620,000 acres of logged and 
abandoned timberlands. Other parcels 
were purchased. These trust lands 
were replanted. Revenue from them 
helps pay for county public services 
such as roads, hospitals, and libraries 
in the 19 counties where the lands 
are located, and adds to the 
state General Fund. 
625,235 acres  21.3%

CITY OF 
ARLINGTON

EXISTING
STATE 
TRUST 
LAND

EXISTING 
STATE 

TRUST LAND

Purple martin
Progne subis

Bobcat
Lynx rufus

21.8

$6 billion

ç\OIK

143

1,000

has been earned for trust benefi ciaries 
since 1970... non-tax funds for schools 
and communities.

MILLION 
SQ. FT. 

of 363 new or remodeled 
schools from 2002 to 2009 
was paid for with revenue 
from school trust lands.

RECREATION SITES 
offer options for fun: picnic 

sites, campgrounds, saltwater access, 
and trailheads—mostly in 2.1 million 
acres of forested state trust lands.

MILES of designated 
trails cross DNR-

managed lands—including motorized, 
non-motorized, and hiking.

BEFORE AFTER

RESTORING SALMON HABITAT
TWO PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT 

STREAMS AND STREAM-SIDE HABITAT
The Family Forest Fish Passage Program* has been opening 
habitat for Washington fi sh and helping owners of small 
forests since 2003. The legislatively funded projects have 
corrected more than 194 fi sh barriers, opening up more than 
460 miles of stream habitat. 

One example, shown above, illustrates how other state 
agencies and DNR worked with the Chehalis Basin 
Partnership and the landowner to replace a culvert on 
Fairchild Creek in Grays Harbor County. The project 
opened up 6.6 miles of high-quality fi sh habitat. 

In addition, the Forestry Riparian Easement Program, 
administered by DNR’s Small Forest Landowner Offi ce, has 
protected 4,938 acres of streamside forest in Washington 
by purchasing 256 easements from landowners who leave 
buffers on streams to protect fi sh and water quality.

CREOSOTE 
DEBRIS 

REMOVED 
SINCE 2004

8,768 tons 
Total

www.dnr.wa.gov
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Prevent 
wildfi res 
while 
having fun 
outdoors
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Be Safe

30

9

MILLION 
ACRES of 

private and state 
forestlands are 
protected by DNR 
from wildfi re—

Washington’s largest “on call” 
fi re department.

OUT OF 10 WILDFIRES 
are controlled by DNR before 

they burn ten acres of forest. 

FIRE TRUCKS 
have been 

fabricated over the 
years by DNR to fi ght 
wildfi res statewide.

FEET is the 
minimum distance that should 

be maintained between your home and 
trees, bushes or other wildfi re fuels.

 Have a working, 
approved spark arrester 
on your off-road 
vehicle.

 Never park vehicles, 
including recreational 
vehicles, on dry vegetation. 
The exhaust system can get hot 
enough to start a fi re.

Middle Fork 
Snoqualmie 

NRCA

Mount Si 
NRCA

1 MILE
90
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All state 
lands managed 

by DNR are 
about the 

size of New 
Hampshire.

9

▲ An undersized culvert 
was removed, logs 
installed in the stream for 
fi sh pool creation, and a 
new bridge installed. The 
project opened up 
spawning and rearing 
habitat for coho, Chinook, 
steelhead, cutthroat, and 
chum salmon. Fairchild 
Creek is now 
barrier free; 
and the 

NEW STATE 
TRUST LAND 
BEAR CREEK 

PARCEL

1 MILE

IMAGE CREDITS (FROM COVER, RUNNING CLOCKWISE): MOUNT SI NRCA: KELLY 
HEINTZ; BEAR CREEK AERIAL PHOTO MAP: JASON GOLDSTEIN/DNR DATA; CREOSOTE 
REMOVAL: LISA KAUFMAN; MIDDLE FORK SNOQUALMIE: DNR PHOTO; AHTANUM 
SNOWMOBILERS: DONN RASMUSSON; CAVELERO MID HIGH SCHOOL: BENJAMIN 
BENSCHNEIDER, COURTESY OF NAC ARCHITECTURE. VOLUNTEERS AT MIMA MOUNDS 
NAP: NANCY CHARBONNEAU; CYPRESS ISLAND LANDSCAPE: GREGG M. ERICKSON; 
INSET PHOTO: KAYAKERS: JASON GOLDSTEIN; GEOLOGIST: MICHAEL POLENZ; WILD 
HORSE WIND AND SOLAR FACILITY: COURTESY OF PUGET SOUND ENERGY; WHEAT 
COMBINE: DALE WARRINER; VINEYARDS: JANE CHAVEY; CULVERT REPLACEMENT 
PHOTOS: LAURA TILL / WDFW; KLICKITAT CANYON NRCA: DNR PHOTO; STUDENTS AT 
WOODARD BAY NRCA: JANET PEARCE; HIKERS: J IM POTH / WASHINGTON STATE 
TOURISM.

* THE FAMILY FOREST FISH PASSAGE PROGRAM IS JOINTLY ADMINISTERED BY DNR, WASHINGTON 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE, AND RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE.
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